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FOREIGN MINISTRY OF 
UKRAINE

1 Mykhaylivska Ploshcha, Kyiv, 
01018, Ukraine

Phone: (044) 238 17 48. Fax: (044) 238 18 88. 
Email: zsmfa@mfa.gov.ua 

Web: http://www.mfa.eov.ua  
Code in the Uniform State Register of 

Businesses and Organizations of Ukraine 
[EDRPOU]: 00026620

FOREIGN MINISTRY OF 
UKRAINE

1 Mykhailivska Square,
Kyiv, 01018, Ukraine

February 24, 2016
No. 72/6111-620-488 Attn: Temporary Charge d’Affaires
of Ukraine in the Russian Federation

Mr. Ruslan Nimchynsky
Regarding the service of the note

Dear Mr. Nimchynsky,

Attached please find a note of the Foreign Ministry of Ukraine No. 72/22-194/510-485 dated February 23, 2016, 
which is addressed to the Russian  Foreign Ministry and expresses a protest over Russia’s construction of the bridge 
across the Kerch Strait without permission from Ukraine as a coastal state.

Please have this note served immediately.

Attachments: Protest note of the Foreign Ministry of Ukraine No. 72/22-194/510-485 dated February 23, 2016, 
on 2 pages.

Respectfully,

Head of the Temporarily Occupied Territory Office
at the Department of International Law O.B. Novosiolov

[signature]

O.O. Zayets
2381654
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FOREIGN MINISTRY OF UKRAINE
No. 72/22-194/510-485

FOREIGN MINISTRY OF UKRAINE
The Foreign Ministry of Ukraine expresses respect toward the Foreign Ministry of the Russian 

Federation and would like to make the following statement in response to Note No. 13632/2dsng of 
October 14, 2015.

The Foreign Ministry of Ukraine yet again objects to Russia’s construction of the bridge across the 
Kerch Strait without permission from Ukraine as a coastal state. The Ukrainian side fundamentally objects 
to the statements of the Russian Federation to the effect that its actions are in line with the provisions of the 
1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (hereinafter “the Convention”) and the 2003 Treaty 
between Ukraine and the Russian Federation on Cooperation in Using the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait 
(hereinafter “the 2003 Treaty”).

The Foreign Ministry of Ukraine states that, under the Convention, Ukraine is a coastal state with 
respect to the Crimean Peninsula and, accordingly, has the right to extend its sovereignty over the territorial 
sea beginning from the baselines over a certain distance across the Kerch Strait. Good faith interpretation 
of the 2003 Treaty in line with the provisions of international law does not limit Ukraine’s rights in the 
Kerch Strait guaranteed by the Convention. On the contrary, the 2003 Treaty calls for conducting 
negotiations and reaching agreement on the delimitation of the Sea of Azov and also on the issues 
pertaining to the waters of the Kerch Strait. Therefore, unilateral acts of the Russian Federation that cause 
physical changes to the marine environment that is part of the maritime zone of Ukraine are inadmissible 
without the prior consent of Ukraine.

The Ukrainian side would like to emphasize that Ukraine has not consented to construction of the 
bridge across the Kerch Strait. The Ukrainian side states that the March 13, 2015 note of the Foreign 
Ministry of the Russian Federation does not meet the preconditions for obtaining consent from a coastal 
state. As previously brought to the attention of the Russian side, Ukraine legitimately terminated the 2013
treaty between the Ukrainian Government and the Russian Government on joint efforts to arrange 
construction of a transport crossing of the Kerch Strait and did so long before receiving the March 13, 2015 
note from the Russian side.

Foreign Ministry 
of the Russian Federation 
Moscow
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The Foreign Ministry of Ukraine would like to use this opportunity to reassure the Foreign Ministry of the Russian 
Federation of its respect.

Kyiv, November 23, 2016
[round seal]
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